
 

GOALS of DISCOVER: 

 To identify middle and senior high youth who 

have the commitment, intent, and sense of 

inquiry to learn about theology. 

 To provide stimulating learning opportunities 

that result in the acquisition of basic 

theological knowledge sufficient for faith 

development. 

 To equip the students with the tools to  

address their theological and biblical  

questions so they might continue to seek and  

grow for a lifetime. 

 To help students with their decision-making 

regarding vocation. 

 To encourage students to live out the values 

and moral standards of their faith. 

 To build relationships with fellow students 

and learn to engage in healthy conversations 

with those who may have differing opinions 

and beliefs. 

 To encourage the possibility of pursuing a 

vocation of ministry. 

 To equip and build the next generation of 

faithful leaders in the Church and the 

community. 

 

 

Join Us! 

How to Apply 
Interested youth will be asked to fill out a 

brief application describing themselves and 
their faith journey thus far. Applications will 

be accepted from youth of all religious 
denominations and affiliations. Those who 

are not part of a congregation are also 
welcome to submit an application. 

Application forms are available on our 
website. 

 
We would love to have recommendations of 

theologically curious students.  Who is 
always asking the hard questions? Who is 
a leader in your youth group? Who shows 
gifts and passion that could lead to a life 

of ministry? If you are a minister who 
would like to recommend a student to 

Discover, please share our program with 
them and/or send us their contact 

information and we will invite them to apply. 

 
Contact Us 

We look forward to talking with you! 

 
DISCOVER 

Shannon Axtell Martin, Director 
Phone:  (704) 637-4725  

Email: samartin12@catawba.edu 
Website: www.catawba.edu/discover 

  @catawbatheologyinstitute  

 
Catawba College 

2300 West Innes St 

Salisbury, NC 28144 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

  

…at Catawba College’s 

Youth Theology Institute? 

A Lilly Center Program 

 

 

 

    Middle School Week 2019: we recorded a podcast with 

Rev. DeNise! 

 

 

mailto:samartin12@catawba.edu
http://www.catawba.edu/discover


 

What is DISCOVER? 
 

Discover is a program that challenges 

formative middle and high school youth with 

careful theological and moral reflection prior 

to college life. In the midst of theological 

reflection and activity, students will have the 

opportunity to discover God in new ways, 

especially as incarnational and interactive; 

discover who they are as children of God; 

discover how to live out their faith; and 

discover what they are called to do 

vocationally.  

The Institute will last a week with each day 

consisting of dynamic learning experiences 

designed to stimulate theological and moral 

reflection, as well as afternoon trips to 

nearby sites that are consistent with that 

day’s theme. 

When the week concludes, a significant 

number of young men and women will enter 

their undergraduate years with a faith that 

enthusiastically embraces careful reflection 

on itself, on its traditions, and on the ways 

that it may be fulfilled in Christian vocations. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where and When? 
 

The Discover program is headquartered on 

the campus of Catawba College in Salisbury, 

N.C. with the week-long sessions taking place 

at Black Lake Retreat Center located in 

Asheboro, N.C. www.blacklakecenter.org. 

The dates for DISCOVER 2020 are: 

July 5-10 High School Youth 

July 12-17  Middle School Youth 

How do I attend 
DISCOVER? 

 

To apply, students will need a letter of 

recommendation and to answer some 

questions about their faith journey. There is a 

small registration fee of $25, but the program 

itself is no cost for the student. They are simply 

responsible for transportation to and from 

Black Lake Retreat Center.  

To apply, please visit our website: 

www.catawba.edu/discover. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DISCOVER’s Schedule 
 

As an example, here is an overview of the 

DISCOVER 2018 “Rooted” schedule: (Stay 

tuned for 2020’s theme!)  

Day 1. Rooted in Community– How can we 

be a community while we are together and 

find nurturing communities back home? 

Day 2. Rooted in Scripture – How can we let 

scripture be rooted in its context so we can 

root our lives in it? 

Day3. Rooted in Vocation – What does it 

mean to be called? Can you be called to 

something other than traditional ministry? 

How is God calling you?  

Day 4. Rooted in Creation One of our shared 

callings as Christians is to care for God’s 

creation. How can we show our love for God 

by caring for and loving what God loves?  

Day 5. Rooted and Branching – Once we are 

rooted in our faith, how can we branch out to 

love and serve others? 

 

 

 

http://www.blacklakecenter.org/

